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Message from SSC Director
 
Today we have a few updates to share: a mix of news that may affect your planning for the new
year. So scroll down and read all, and let me know if you have any questions. I wish you warm
and peaceful holidays.
 

-  Wendy

CCI Launch in Alameda County Postponed
to July 2014
 
California's Department of Health Care Services has
decided to postpone the Alameda County and Santa
Clara County launch of the Coordinated Care
Initiative until July 2014. A July launch date means
that the first consumers to be subject to passive
enrollment will receive letters in April, and packets
with plan options and enrollment information in
May.  
 
This postponement is substantially different from
past delays when neither the state nor the plans
were ready. Nearly all the requirements for launch
are in place, and the state is going ahead with April
launches in five of the eight counties (San Mateo,
San Bernardino, Riverside, Orange and San Diego).
Los Angeles County will begin voluntary enrollment
in April and passive enrollment in July.
 
Materials from our November CCI Trainings for CBOs
are still relevant (save for the date change). Look
for new training announcements after the new year.

New CCI Website Section
 

To capture the content and
materials from past and
future CCI trainings, we've
created a new section on the
Senior Services Coalition web
site. Click here to find
powerpoints and audio of
past presentations.
Click here to find key
documents that were shared
at past trainings.
 
The CCI will affect most
seniors and people with
disabilities who have Medi-‐
Cal, including those who
have Medicare and Medi-‐Cal,
and is launching in Alameda
County in July 2014.

January RFPs from Area Agency on Aging will be Significantly Different 
 
At the December 9 Alameda County Commission on Aging meeting, AAA Assistant Director Tracy
Murray announced that RFPs for the next 4-‐year cycle of Older Americans Act grants will be
released in January. The County is adopting new processes, requirements and formats for
contracting, and the AAA's new RFPs will reflect those changes, as well as changes from the state.
Community-‐based organizations should be prepared for new application formats and new
submission requirements.



What Role will CMS Play in Oversight of Cal MediConnect?

 
Wondering who will be monitoring the Duals Demonstration, now known as Cal MediConnect, as it
unfolds over the next three years?  On last week's Regional Coalition call, Kerry Branick, a Project
Officer in CMS's Medicare-‐Medicaid Coordination Office, filled us in.
 
Once Cal MediConnect launches, a joint CMS management team -‐ made up of Kerry and the
regional administrators for Medicare and Medicaid, plus someone from DHCS -‐ will be responsible
for ensuring plan compliance with contracts, state law, federal law, and meeting needs of
enrollees. An operational team based in San Francisco will include CMS Medicare Medicaid
staffers, plus someone from the state Department of Managed Health Care. Under this local
operational team, review teams will be customized for each health plan.
 
The operational team will be the monitoring hub, reviewing streams of data from multiple
sources to identify patterns and systemic problems. They will monitor enrollment and
disenrollment activity, and will track complaints received by the Managed Care Ombudsman, Cal
MediConnect Ombudsman and the Managed Care plans. The op team will also review Health Risk
Assessment data reported by the plans (monthly throughout the passive enrollment launch, and
quarterly after that). 
 
CMS's role in oversight of the rest of the Coordinated Care Initiative (including Managed LTSS) is
still in development, as the state seeks waiver authority through an amendment to its 1115
Waiver.
 
Click here to go to SSC's Community of Constituents page where you can view the complete notes
from the December 5 call and other Regional Coalitions calls.
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