


SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER FOR APS HOME SAFE EXTENSION INSTRUCTIONS
1. USE YOUR LETTERHEAD, REPLACE HIGHLIGHTED SECTIONS, AND DELETE ALL HIGHLIGHTS BEFORE SAVING & SENDING
2. SEND LETTER TO Nicole.Vazquez@asm.ca.gov (Assembly Deputy Consultant – Human Services)  & Elizabeth.Schmitt@sen.ca.gov ( Senate B&FR Consultant)

3. 3. ALSO, PLEASE EMAIL A COPY OF YOUR LETTER TO monica@seniorservicescoalition.org 
                
{Enter Date}
	Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel
Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814

Assembly Speaker 
Assemblymember Robert Rivas
1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814

Assemblymember Corey Jackson
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee #2 – Human Services
1021 O Street, Suite 6120
Sacramento, CA 95814
	Senator Scott Wiener
Chair, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review
1021 O Street, Suite 8620
Sacramento, CA 95814

Senate Pro Tem
Senator Mike McGuire
1021 O Street, Suite 7730
Sacramento, CA 95814

Senator Akilah Weber-Pierson
Chair, Senate B&FR Subcommittee #3 – Health & Human Services
1021 O Street, Suite7310
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	



RE: Support for the Stakeholder Budget Request for an ongoing appropriation of $88.8 million GF per year to continue the Adult Protective Services Home Safe Program.
Dear Chair Gabriel, Chair Jackson, Speaker Rivas, Chair Wiener, Chair Weber-Pierson, Pro Tem McGuire:
[bookmark: _Hlk192682730][bookmark: _Hlk192682796]I am writing on behalf of [your organization, and if you have members or number of people served, say how many and who they are] to urge you to support the request for an ongoing, $88.8 million General Fund annual appropriation to continue the APS Home Safe Program in 58 counties and 23 tribal social service agencies. The Home Safe Program, administered by the California Department of Social Services (CDSS), provides critical interventions including intensive housing case management, eviction prevention, and housing stabilization. It supports individuals at risk of or experiencing homelessness who are identified through their involvement with Adult Protective Services (APS), as well as older and dependent adults who come to the attention of a Tribe, or Tribal grantee, due to potential abuse, neglect, or self-neglect.
California’s Master Plan for Aging 2025-26 reinforces the state’s commitment to housing stability, stating under Goal 1, Initiative 6: “Continue to help older adults and people with disabilities obtain housing stability through the Home Safe Program and the Housing and Disability Advocacy Program (HDAP).” This clearly reflects a priority for both the Governor and the state.
[Include pertinent a fact(s) or a story about a person or people whom your organization serves, and why APS Home Safe is important.]
The current funding for APS Home Safe is running out. As of February 5, 2025, six counties had already exhausted their Home Safe allocations from the one-time appropriations in FY21/22 and FY 22/23, while others are preparing to wind down the program. Without additional funding, critical services will be discontinued, leaving thousands of vulnerable older adults without the support they need to remain housed. The proposed budget request would allow Home Safe to serve more individuals in need, stabilize housing for at-risk seniors and people with disabilities, and ensure California’s Master Plan for Aging commitment to preventing homelessness remains strong.
California has experienced an alarming increase in older adult housing precarity and homelessness; almost half of unhoused adults are now age 50 and older, a number that continues to grow. There could not be a worse time to end funding for a program that specifically targets the homelessness prevention and housing needs of older adults in crisis.
Home Safe provides essential tools to prevent homelessness and support housing stability for APS-involved individuals through eviction prevention, case management, financial assistance, and housing stabilization—services they would not otherwise be eligible to access. In FY 2023-24, 62% of Home Safe participants exited to permanent housing, and 76% retained their housing six months after leaving the program. Home Safe served 40% of the APS population with identified housing needs, based on the most recent CDSS analysis using FY 2022-23 data. 
Investing in APS Home Safe is an investment in the stability, dignity, and well-being of California’s most vulnerable older adults. As our aging population grows and economic insecurity rises, more seniors on fixed incomes are at risk of losing their homes. Home Safe has proven to be a lifeline, preventing homelessness and providing critical support services that help older adults remain housed, healthy, and independent. 
{Organizations Name} urges you to support extended APS Home Safe funding because without continued funding, thousands will be left without the assistance they need, further exacerbating California’s homelessness crisis. Extending Home Safe ensures we uphold our commitment to protecting older adults and fostering long-term housing stability.
We look forward to meeting with you to discuss this request.
Sincerely,
[signature]
[name]
[organization]
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